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LOS ANGELES, March 13—, 
Safecrackers who looted How-: 
ard Hughes’s Komaine Street; 
headquarters here last year gut! 
documents that disclosed reia-i 
tions between the Central Intel-j 
ligence Agency and Mr. Hug-| 
hes’s Summa Corporation, ace: 
cording to sources connected: 
with the investigation. . i 
Details of the burglary and 


' the trend of the investigation! 


have been pieced together, 


- through interviews with a num:! 


ber of sources familiar with 
the situation. The sources in- 
clude people in the Hughes 
Operation, local and Federa} 
investigators and private 
people directly involved in the 
investigations, 

According to these sources, 
Government officials learned of 
this security breach when the 
safecracker tried to blackmail 
the Hughes organization for 
$1-million. 

The extortion attempt and 
a later effort by law enforce-| 
ment officers to buy back the: 
stolen documents for $1-million' 
both failed, and the confidential: 
‘documents, Cescribed as fitiing} 
two footiockers, are believed! 
to be still in the hands of! 
the burgtars. eek 

Grand Jury Inquiry 

Loss of 3r. Hughes's con- 
fidential files was disclosed on 
Feb. &, after a Hughes security 
ayent confirmed that he had 


_ received a iclephoned ceraand 


for the money from a man 
who descrined himself as an 
“intermediary” for the four: 
man burglary team, The burgla- 
ry is being investigated by 2 
Los Angeles County grand jury. 

The sources also said that 
“Romaine,” 25 the operations. 
headguarters at 7020 Remuine: 
Streez is known throughout tre 
Hughes empire, was never ap- 
proved Ly the Defense Devurt- 
mont as a repository for C.1ssi- 
fied documents, Mr. Hughes's 
Summa Corpcraiion and ms 
Hughes Aircraft Company have 


defense contracts running into’ 
the hundreds of millions ol 
dotiars. 
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The agency must approve’ 
the type of safes in which’ 
sensitive documents are Kept, 
the kinds of locks .on. th 
the security alarms and the 
cuard syst2m, D.C.A.S5. agents 
then inspect the building every 
to make sure 
that proper security is being 
maintained. : | 

Guard Was Surprised | 
! 


When the four burglars loot- 
ed the Romaine Street building 
shortly after midnight last June! 
5, only one guard and one; 
other Hughes employe were on) 
duty, law enforcemt sourcssa: | 
d According to the init 
ial police report, the guard was! 
surprised by a gunman while, 
on patrol outside the puilding i 
znd forced to admit the safe-| 


_ crackers. During a four-hour: 


foray, between 12:45 A.M. and. 
4:45 A.M. the burglars burned , 
open two safes with acetylene: 
torches and rifled files and: 
desks, | 

On July 29, a Hughes agent| 
received a phone call attempt-| 
ing to extort $l-milliom from) 
Mr. Hughes, who is one of! 
the nations’s wealthiest men.| 
The burglars sought to sell’ 
back the stolen files in two: 
installments of £500,000 each.; 

The negotiations were taken! 
aver by Ralph Winte, head of 
the Hughes organization’s West 
Coast internal security division. 


After a series of telephone con- 


versations, which were tape- 
recorded on the Hughes end, 
the extortion demand was re- 
fused. Hughes officials rea- 
soned that the material wouid 
provably be photocopied by the 
burzlars for further extortion 
demands. 

Hughes Aides Questioned 

The loss of the biliionaire’s 
files caused constamation in 
his organization, because Mr. 
Huzhes has a penchant for se- 
crecy in-even routine business 
transaction. Hughes officials 
have speculated privately that 
the burglary was an “inside: 
job," and number cf Hughes 
emoloves have been subjected | 
to lie detector tests. ; 

Among the data that the 
burglars boasted they had sto- 
jen were Gocuments ciscussing 
arrangement : 
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Summa Corooration is 
cessor to the Hughes Tac: 
pany as the top heiding 
ny for the billionaire’s 
ties. He is the sole stoc. 
in the corporation. 

The sources gave the 
ing account of what ha 


after the extortion < 
failed: 
An automobile = sa 


“named Donsid R. Waoc 
approached a television 
“writer here and told hi 
he had access to the 
Hughes files. Mr. Woc 
told the writer that the b 
wanted to sell the doc 
vhich Mr. Woolbrigt 
scribed as “politically cauw 
sive,” to seme publication out-. 
side the United States. 

_ The writer, wno asked that 
he not be identified, says he 
made one teie 2 call to 
the New Yora o of Der 
Soiegel, a West Germ 
zine He then consulted his 
atigrmey, the writer said, and, 
was advised to om locali 
law enforcement offittals about! 
the approach to iim by Mr. 
Woolbright. 

Burglary ‘On Cenusission’ 

He said that Mr. Weolbright 
teid him that the bursiary had 
been staged “on co ission” by} 
four men from St, Louis. Mr, 
Woolbright has an sxtensive! 
prlice. record on charges that! 
include burglary, possession of! 
burgtars’ tools and receiving! 
stolen property. ; 


on wrier said 
Mr, Wocloright brox: off con- 
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Law enforceacat crlicials say. 
that the plan was krat secret,. 
Decausa the case “ir olved th 
Rational seccity at the high-: 
est level.” i 
These sources say that in- 
structions. to buy bass the file- 
were given by Claren 
ley, head of the F 
of Investigation, ¥ 
“cial 
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that, they WEIYE Weriig vere 
high Rughes official Instead, 
ithe police source said, Miss 
‘Heniey went to a party. 

» Other aspects of the polics 
investigation ~ puzzle: people 


’ At the time law enforcement 
officials were trying to re- 
establish contact with the burg- 
lars with a miilion-dollar bait, 
air, Wooibright was. at his 
‘home at 7734 Giassnart Avenue 
‘in Canoga Perk, 2 suburb of 
[Los Angeles, 

| He and his wife scid the 
‘property to a California couple, 
‘Mr. and Mrs. James Breese, 
‘last Oct. 29, some tiva months 
arter the television writer went 
ita law enforcemen ofticers and 
tod them of Mr. Wooldright’s 
connection with the burglars. 
wir, Woslbright took 2 $4,509! 
isecond trust decd in the home! 
‘Wansaction, and the Breeses| 
Gave been mailiag their month} 
a¥ payments to hiny in ca 

the Woodland Hills beaaet a 
security Pacific National Banik. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Broesa said 
jaat no law enforcement offi- 
‘Cerzs, either local cor Federal, 
have ever talked with then. 
dsiyv wera unaware thac Mr’ 
Weoioright waz being sought 


* familiar with the casa, 


ry 


Guesiicning. Hu vanished 
‘fron: Canega Park in early No-! 
. i 


Wontaer. 


od that Mr. Woolorig: 
ns after the potice 
‘niwtirg for him, 
said, “We have 2; 
mmc kere, and we arej 
tarfed.” 
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